
MANTEL-SHELF
Installation Guide

A step-by-step guide for installing a cast stone mantel-shelf
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Materials Needed

• 2x4 lumber (for support brackets)

• Screws (Multi-Material Screws or various screws dependent on material)

• HeavyDuty Construction adhesive

• Wall anchors (if mounting on drywall)

• Wood screws (for securing 2x4s to the wall)

• Pre-drill bit (sized for your screws)

• Level

• Tape measure

• Pencil

• Drill

• Saw (cutting 2x4s)

• Power Drill

• Stud finder (for locating wall studs)

• Safety glasses and gloves

Before You Begin

There are many ways to install a mantel-shelf. This is only meant to serve as a guide to one method. 
As with all install guides these are only meant as a guide. Consult with your installer and local building 
codes to properly secure the products. Additional steps may need to be taken depending on your 
specific space and the material you ordered. Depending on the weight and place where the item is 
being installed bracing may be required.

IMPORTANT
Important Note: These installation guides are intended for an experienced and competent person. Installers assume 
all risk when completing installation on their own. Never attempt an installation alone. Please have your installer call 
with any questions. Check all local codes.
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Preparation

1.  Measure and Plan:
Measure the width of the mantel shelf and the space where it will be installed. Plan the location to 
ensure it’s level and centered.

IMPORTANT
** If combustible materials (like wood) are used for installation, consult your city's building code for the correct code 
distance to install from the firebox. Different fireboxes will have various required distances for combustible materials 
near the firebox.

2.  Mark Wall Studs:
Use a stud finder to locate the wall studs where you'll anchor the 2x4 supports. Mark these locations 
with a pencil. At least 4-6 studs across the length of the mantel shelf. If studs are not found make sure 
to use sufficient drywall anchors equally spaced.

Installation Steps

1.  Cut the 2x4s:
Cut the 2x4s to the appropriate length and height to fit inside the mantel shelf as support brackets. 
Typically, you’ll need at least two to three stacked 2x4’s.

2.  Pre-Drill Holes in the 2x4s:
Mark off and pre-drill holes in the 2x4 where they will be attached to the wall, in accordance with the 
wall studs. Pre-drilling will prevent the wood from splitting when you insert screws.

TIP
*We recommend pre-drilling the marked off holes on the 2x4 on the floor.
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3.  Attach 2x4s to the Wall:
Position the 2x4 support on the wall, aligning it with the studs and pre-drilled holes. Use a level to 
ensure they are perfectly horizontal.

TIP
*Tip - Brace the middle screw to the wall first to allow yourself to level the pre-drilled 2x4.

Secure the 2x4s to the wall with screws. If you’re mounting on drywall without direct access to studs, 
use wall anchors for added support. Have 5-7 spots on the length of the 2x4 that is anchored to the 
wall.

• For additional support it is recommended to apply construction adhesive to the back of the 2x4 
(side that touches the wall) for additional support.
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3A.  Off-set and pre-drill Additional 2x4s
Off-set and pre-drill Additional 2x4s to stack on wall mounted 2x4. This will create a larger surface for 
your mantel-shelf to be installed/secured on. Repeat this step twice depending on shelf depth up to 3 
times for better support.

• For additional support it is recommended to apply construction adhesive to the back (side that will 
be on the wall) of the 2x4s as additional support.

This image above shows the double stacked 2x4’s with offset screws and heavy duty construction adhesive 
between.
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For this install, we are stacking three 2x4’s as the image above shows. We are prepping the two 2x4’s 
for a third to be installed on them.

— The two vs. three stacked 2x4’s depends on various factors including the depth of the mantel-shelf, 
type of install and attachment.

IMPORTANT
**When stacking the 2x4’s make sure they are level in both directions, width and depth. Depth, meaning the top 
surface area that is being created is level as the interior of the mantel shelf will rest on this shelf.

4.  Apply Construction Adhesive:
Apply a generous bead of construction adhesive to the top of each 2x4 support shelf where the cast 
stone mantel-shelf will rest. This will provide additional support and help to secure the mantel shelf in 
place.
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5.  Position the Cast Stone Mantel-Shelf:
Carefully lift and position the cast stone mantel-shelf over the 2x4 supports. Make sure it is centered 
and level.

6.  Check Level in Both Directions and Adjust:
Use a level to double-check that the mantel shelf is straight and flat. Make any necessary adjustments 
while the adhesive is still curing. You can prop 2x4 safely against the shelf and floor as the adhesive 
cures.
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7.  Secure the Mantel Shelf:
This is an additional step some installers/customers choose to do. Pre-drill 2 holes on either end 
through the top of the cast stone mantel-shelf into the 2x4 support shelf or diagonally through the 2x4 
shelf and into the wall. Use screws to secure the mantel shelf to the supports and/or wall.

TIP
*Use long Multi-Material Screws. The flat screw head can be left exposed or covered with a matching caulk.

Construction adhesive will do most of the holding. Ensure the shelf is firmly pressed onto the adhesive.

8.  Allow Adhesive to Cure:
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for the curing time of the construction adhesive. It’s important to 
let the adhesive set properly before putting any weight on the mantel shelf. This curing time is usually 
around 24+ hours.

9.  Caulk:
Caulking or grouting is not necessary but some customers choose to caulk/grout the seam line 
between the mantel-shelf and the wall. You can use a sanded caulk, standard colored caulk or a 
paintable caulk to match your wall color depending on your preference.

Use blue painters tape to tape off the edge of the mantel-shelf. Apply grout/caulk to the seam/gap. 
Remove tape when done.

IMPORTANT
**For joints under 1/8" use a non-sanded grout/caulk. For joints over 1/8" use a sanded grout/caulk.

Finishing Touches

1.  Clean Up:
• Remove any excess construction adhesive that may have squeezed out during installation.

2.  Inspect:
• Once the adhesive is fully cured, inspect the installation to ensure everything is secure and level.

3.  Decorate:
• Once you’re satisfied with the installation, you can decorate your mantel shelf as desired.

Safety Tips

• Always wear safety glasses and gloves when working with tools and construction materials.

• Make sure the wall can support the weight of the cast stone mantel shelf before starting the 
installation.

With these steps, your cast stone mantel shelf should be securely and beautifully 
installed. Enjoy your new focal point!

IMPORTANT
** If combustible materials (like wood) are used for installation, consult your city's building code for the correct code 
distance to install from the firebox. Different fireboxes will have various required distances for combustible materials 
near the firebox.
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